
Using Colons and Semi-Colons 

Using Semi-Colons
In the following sentences, draw a semi-colon (;) 
in the correct position.

1.	 Not today my head was already spinning. 
 
 

2.	 But I wasn’t going to cry I was too old for that. 
 
 

3.	 We don’t really hit each other we just pretend. 

Using Colons
In the following sentences, draw a colon (:) in the correct position. 

1.	 It wasn’t much of a costume just one of Hassan’s foster dad’s shirts over some joggers. 
 
 

2.	 The class carried on chatting about normal things vloggers, new puppies and pencil  
 
sharpeners shaped like robot zombies. 
 

3.	 This was it my chance to show the whole school that I was still Ash, still a singer, 
 
still a star.

Did you know that you can use a semi-colon to join two independent 
but related clauses?

;

:
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Using Semi-Colons
In the following sentences, draw a semi-colon (;) in the correct position.

1.	 Not today; my head was already spinning.

2.	 But I wasn’t going to cry; I was too old for that.

3.	 We don’t really hit each other; we just pretend. 

Using Colons
In the following sentences, draw a colon (:) in the correct position.

1.	 It wasn’t much of a costume: just one of Hassan’s foster dad’s shirts over some joggers.

2.	 The class carried on chatting about normal things: vloggers, new puppies and pencil  
sharpeners shaped like robot zombies.

3.	 This was it: my chance to show the whole school that I was still Ash, still a singer, 
still a star.
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Using Semi-Colons
In the following sentences, draw a semi-colon (;) 
in the correct position.

1.	 Not today my head was already spinning. 
 
 

2.	 But I wasn’t going to cry I was too old for that. 
 
 

3.	 We don’t really hit each other we just pretend.  
 
 

4.	 Then I’d remembered that those clothes didn’t exist they were just dream clothes. 
 
 

5.	 “It’s the middle of your exams you have to go.” 
 
 

6.	 She wasn’t at all like I’d pictured she was stout, with short, grey hair and a 
 
no-nonsense look about her.
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Did you know that you can use a semi-colon to join two independent 
but related clauses?
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Using Colons
In the following sentences, draw a colon (:) in the correct position. 

1.	 It wasn’t much of a costume just one of Hassan’s foster dad’s shirts over some joggers. 
 
 

2.	 The class carried on chatting about normal things vloggers, new puppies and pencil  
 
sharpeners shaped like robot zombies. 
 

3.	 This was it my chance to show the whole school that I was still Ash, still a singer, 
 
still a star. 
 

4.	 I could tell that I looked like an alien who had just tasted chocolate for the first time, too 
 
shocked, but very, very happy. 
 

5.	 Beside the chipped, blue door were three buttons on a steel panel ‘3A’, ‘3B’, 
and ‘Deliveries’. 
 

6.	 “Right, here’s what I think I think that you should go to school and do this exam.”

Page 2 of 2

:

visit twinkl.com



Using Colons and 
Semi-Colons Answers

Using Semi-Colons
In the following sentences, draw a semi-colon (;) in the correct position.

1.	 Not today; my head was already spinning.

2.	 But I wasn’t going to cry; I was too old for that.

3.	 We don’t really hit each other; we just pretend. 

4.	 Then I’d remembered that those clothes didn’t exist; they were just dream clothes.

5.	 “It’s the middle of your exams; you have to go.”

6.	 She wasn’t at all like I’d pictured; she was stout, with short, grey hair and a no-nonsense 
look about her.

Using Colons
In the following sentences, draw a colon (:) in the correct position.

1.	 It wasn’t much of a costume: just one of Hassan’s foster dad’s shirts over some joggers.

2.	 The class carried on chatting about normal things: vloggers, new puppies and pencil  
sharpeners shaped like robot zombies.

3.	 This was it: my chance to show the whole school that I was still Ash, still a singer, 
still a star.

4.	 I could tell that I looked like an alien who had just tasted chocolate for the first time, 
too: shocked, but very, very happy.

5.	 Beside the chipped, blue door were three buttons on a steel panel: ‘3A’, ‘3B’, and ‘Deliveries’.

6.	 “Right, here’s what I think: I think that you should go to school and do this exam.”
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Using Semi-Colons
In the following sentences, draw a semi-colon (;) in the correct position.

1.	 Not today my head was already spinning. 
 
 

2.	 But I wasn’t going to cry I was too old for that. 
 
 

3.	 “It’s the middle of your exams you have to go.” 
 
 
 
 
 

4.	 The journey had been long and tiring;  
 

5.	 In the darkness, I saw something move; 
 

6.	 Without my sister, I’d be lost;
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Now complete the rest of the sentence by adding another independent but related clause, after 
the semi-colon.

Did you know that you can use a semi-colon to join two independent 
but related clauses?
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Using Colons
In the following sentences, draw a colon (:) in the correct position. 

1.	 It wasn’t much of a costume just one of Hassan’s foster dad’s shirts over some joggers. 
 
 

2.	 The class carried on chatting about normal things vloggers, new puppies and pencil  
 
sharpeners shaped like robot zombies. 
 

3.	 Beside the chipped, blue door were three buttons on a steel panel ‘3A’, ‘3B’, and ‘Deliveries’. 
 
 
 
 

4.	 There are several ways to stay calm before a test: 
 

5.	 I had never eaten this type of food before: 
 

6.	 The pair of cats stared at each other:

:

Now complete these sentences with another suitable phrase after the colon.
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Using Semi-Colons
In the following sentences, draw a semi-colon (;) in the correct position.

1.	 Not today; my head was already spinning.

2.	 But I wasn’t going to cry; I was too old for that.

3.	 It’s the middle of your exams; you have to go.

4.	 Accept any suitable additional clauses, linked to the opening part of the 
sentence. Do not accept sentences which include a conjunction.

5.	 Accept any suitable additional clauses, linked to the opening part of the 
sentence. Do not accept sentences which include a conjunction.

6.	 Accept any suitable additional clauses, linked to the opening part of the 
sentence. Do not accept sentences which include a conjunction.

Using Colons
In the following sentences, draw a colon (:) in the correct position.

1.	 It wasn’t much of a costume: just one of Hassan’s foster dad’s shirts over some joggers.

2.	 The class carried on chatting about normal things: vloggers, new puppies and pencil  
sharpeners shaped like robot zombies.

3.	 Beside the chipped, blue door were three buttons on a steel panel: ‘3A’, ‘3B’, and ‘Deliveries’.

4.	 Accept any suitable additional phrases, linked to the opening part of the 
sentence. Do not accept sentences which include a conjunction.

5.	 Accept any suitable additional phrases, linked to the opening part of the 
sentence. Do not accept sentences which include a conjunction.

6.	 Accept any suitable additional phrases, linked to the opening part of the 
sentence. Do not accept sentences which include a conjunction.
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